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Washington Post Staff Writer 


SIOUX FALLS, S.D., Sept. 
29 — Vice President Spiro T. 
Agnew denounced the Scran- 
ton commission’s report on 
campus unrest today and re- 


jected its central recommenda- 
tion that the President bears 
responsibility for cooling col- 
lege disorders. 

“To lay responsibility for 
ending student disruptions at 
iiie doorstep of this President, 
in office 20 months, is ‘scape- 
goating’ of the most irrespon- 
sible sort,” Agnew said. The 
President, he added, “cannot 
replace the campus cop.” 

He called the report “con- 
tradictory” and “equivocal” and 
said it should have placed the 
blame for campus disorders 
squarely on the disruptive stu- 
dents. 

He also rejected the idea 
that politicians should cease 
talking about campus violence 
— an idea which he contended 
the news media had attributed 
to the commission’s report. 

Agnew delivered his angry 
rebuttal to the report of the 
Commission on Campus Un- 
rest at a Republican fund-rais- 
ing luncheon here. 


Aides said it represented his 
personal views and should not 
be regarded as an opinion of 
the Nixon administration. Mr. 
Nixon has not commented di- 
rectly on the report, which he 
received from commission 
chairman William W. Scranton 
shortly before leaving for Eu- 
rope. 


Later, at the airport in 
Minot, N.D., Agnew was asked 
whether he had considered 
that he was attacking a report 
agieed to by all nine members 
of the commission appointed 
by Mr. Nixon. 

“That’s not a very large 
number of people,” Agnew 
said. He asserted that a differ- 
ent group of nine persons 
might have produced contrary 
findings. 

In some quarters, Agnew 
himself has been regarded as 
a target of the commission’s 
complaint that political de- 
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bates on college disorders 
might bring more trouble. 

Agnew seemed to regard the 
idea that politicians should 
not discuss the issue as a crea- 
ture of the news media. 

- “It is not those who vigor- 
ously condemn student vio- 
lence and disorder, but those 
who encourage it or condone 
It on whom the burden of 
guilt has been rightly placed 
by the American people,” he 
said. 

• See AGNEW, A8, Col. 3 
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AGNEW, From A1 

The Vice President used his 
strongest language in reject- 
ing the commission’s conten- 
tion that the President has the 
major responsibility for end- 
ing campus disruptions. The 
commission had concluded 
that ‘“only the President can 
offer the compassionate, re- 
conciling moral leadership 
that can bring the country to- 
gether again.” 

But Agnew said that, “the 
primary responsibility for 
maintaining academic freedom 
within a campus community'! 
does not belong on the steps 
of the White House ... it be- 
longs on the steps of the uni- 
versity administration build- 
ing and at the door of the fac- 
ulty lounge.” 

He acknowledged that many 
would agree with the commis- 
sion’s opposition to violence, 
and he praised the report’s 
historical analysis of student 
dissent. 


But, he added, “in the in- 
discriminate fashion in which 


it diffuses and dilutes respon- 
sibility in the total unfairness 
of the most widely publicized 
recommendation, in the thinly 
veiled rationalizations for stu- 
dent disruption, .the report 
comes out in its overall im- 
pression, imprecise, contradic- 

• tory and equivocal. 

“It is sure to be taken as 
more pablum for the permis- 

J sivists.” 

1 Agnew objected to what he 

! called the neutral posture of 

i the commission. 

“The commission con- 

• demns, with an even hand, the 

• disruptions by students that 
have very nearly destroyed 
many American colleges and 

• the vigorous public denuncia- 
tion of those disruptions by 
academicians and public men 
who were alert to the danger 
long ago. 

I “The commission rebukes 


those who outspokenly con- 
demn campus disorder and vil- 
ence, while it exempts from 
criticism those public officials 

• who have excused, condoned 
and encouraged disruption for 

t an entire decade.” 

The Vice President took 

• note of the commission’s find- 
ing that many students regard 
American society as repressive 
and the war in Vietnam as im- 
moral. But the commission, he 
complained, “could not muster 
the moral courage to declare 
the utter falsehood of that 
charge. 

“And the commission lacked 
the moral vision to comdemn 
that intellectual elite whose 
attacks on our institutions and 
society as racist and repres- 
sive have led students into be- 
lieving this nonsense. 

“Where it calls for a cease- 
fire, the commission assumes 


a posture of neutrality as oe- 
tween the fireman and the ar- 
sonist.” 

The administration, he also 
emphasized, will hot take cam- 
pus protests into consideration 
in determining its priorities 
for the country. The commis- 
sion had said that a reorder- 
ing of national priorities to al- 
leviate social inequities is nec- 
essary to restore order. 

But Agnew siad, “We shall 
assess the complaints against 
national policy and claims on 
our national resources on 
what we deem to be their mer- 
its, not on the tactics of pro- 
tests used to advance them.” 

The Scranton commission’s 
plea for large increases in fed- 
eral aid to colleges, Agnew 
said, “sounds to me suspi- 
ciously like a call for a pay- 
off.” 

Agnew spoke here in behalf 
of Republican Gov. Frank Far- 
rar and two congressional can- 
didates, Fred Brady and Dex- 
ter Gunderson, but the speech 
had little connection with 
South Dakota politics. He 
strongly attacked Sen. George 
McGovern (D-S.C.), who is not 
up for re-election this year. 

Agnew claimed that • Mc- 
Govern’s voting record is “100 
per cent on the radical liberal 
index” and called on Demo- 
cratic congressional candi- 
dates in South Dakota to repu- 
diate several of McGoven’s 
statements. 


